The presidency of Barack Obama is often compared with the presidency of Bill Clinton, because many similarities exist between them such as warm relations with Russia, preference for soft-power instead of hard power, and so on. This article addresses the question of whether Lithuania's role in U.S. foreign policy is also similar in the two Lithuania was never the main factor that sharpened these relations-it only received its main security guarantees during the presidency of B. Obama.
INTRODUCTION
relations, which were started during presidency of George Bush senior. Head of the Moscow Institute Sergei Rogov observes that U.S. foreign policy course towards Russia gradually evolved from -a strategic partnership to a pragmatic partnership, from pragmatic partnership to realistic partnership, and ultimately -to realism.‖ 8 The Baltic region (and Lithuania within it) seemed like another potential source of instability in the then context (recently re-established independence, the question of minorities, the Russian neighborhood). The importance of Lithuania to the U.S. was increased by Lithuania's geopolitical situation: the presence in an area where U.S. and Russian interests collide. 9 To sum up it can be said that the then international context was unstable but beneficial for the U.S.: lack of equivalent competitors let the U.S. take the role of the world's policeman and to create a new world order. Both Lithuania and Russia found themselves on the foreign policy agenda of B. Clinton's administration:
Lithuania because of its geopolitical position and transitional period, Russia because of its power potential. Geopolitical background also determined the situation that both Lithuania and Russia were interested in U.S. foreign policy towards one another. 5 Ibid., p. 95. 
THE ROLE OF LITHUANIA IN U.S.-RUSSIAN RELATIONS
In U.S. In foreign policy practice Russia threatened to withdraw from the Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty, which entered into force on 9 November 1992 and restricted the location of Russian military forces near the Baltic States and other strategically important regions of the U.S., and created the CIS defense community, which can be seen as a logical actions in order to limit U.S. influence in the of post-Soviet space. Aggressive Russian foreign policy rhetoric was transferred to foreign policy practice in other ways as well: in 1993 Russia became involved in the conflicts in Moldova, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Tajikistan. After Russia had used 24 Containment strategy is a power balancing strategy aimed to limit the spread of influence of the adversary and to maintaining the balance of power in its favor. 25 MacMillan, 1997), p. 87. 30 Ibid., p. 118. 31 Andrei P. Tsygankov, supra note 6, p. xvi-xix. Documents indicate that although Lithuania is already the member of EU and NATO, it does not feel safe enough (is demanding certain security guarantees within NATO). 34 So the U.S remains the main security guarantor for Lithuania. Meanwhile the U.S. had already implemented one of the most important tasks -Lithuania is the part of NATO. Thus, for the U.S. the assumption appears to work not for Lithuania, but with Lithuania in order to achieve benefits. foreign policy is also changing: B. Obama's administration stresses the need to work together.
LITHUANIA IN STRATEGIC DOCUMENTS AND IN THE OFFICIAL RHETORIC OF THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION
The analysis of strategic documents and the official rhetoric of B. Obama's administration suggests that Lithuania does not hold a significant place in them: in the U.S. NSS Lithuania is not directly mentioned; meanwhile in the official rhetoric B. Obama's administration, attention is paid to it only on special occasions, such as anniversary celebrations, and during the visits.
In the U. Obama's the number of visits is much lower: the official state visits of the presidents did not exist.
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